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Gypsies 

ravelleda | 
long way for 
a fair deal 
from the law 


: 
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is another sign of hope for a persecuted 
people, write David Altheer and Luke Clements 


A ruling by the European Court of Human "el 
; 


GYPSIES are oot in the habil of 
logking inte a crveta! ball to divine 
ther future they profitably leave 
such feolish wheas to ullilte Noe 
hatiiier,. But f the travelling people 
were to take a global view, crystal 
ne or othereter, they might think 
that tery had turned a comer and 


that agent of emprevement were 
evusetsH 
Take the European Court of 


Haman Rights case of Connors v 
the UK. The coart nuded that Britain 
hs oof given eneugh protection to 
Goypae on iccal authonty caravan 
Sten As 6 resull, domestic law will 
hawe to be changed to fring i! into 
ine wah homan-rights standards 
The court said that fhe vulnerable 
postion of ths minority people 
meant that ther different lifestyle 
thems waerturtied special coneddtera 
fem Menor there was s petive cll 
gahes on Britan to facilitate the 
trypsy way of life bot sand the court 
obsteacte: had heen placed in the 
way of Gypmes pursuing ap actively 
nomena Wiewtyle. At the same time. 
these whe wer more settled were 
denied fhe procedural protection 
tht wae available to the “settled” 
pupulatoon, or non—-Oypaies 

Anether Curagaran Court af 
Hurnan Bight case will have im 
plication: for Gypwes throughout 
Dusrope in Sachews v Bulparia, two 
ary comcngm of Romany oryzin 
were killed by military police The 
cour acum. rough! by the com 
eompts relatives succeeded Dam 
epee were ordered afier the court 
found Bulgaria guilty of racial cis 
cringnatin (ouirary to Article 14) 
mn the way 7 treachedtd Article 2 (the 
net to ide) of the Furopean Con 
vernon on Merman Rigcits 

Ns of course, a pity from the 
Cypees paint of view that their 


ied ee 


supporters had to take such cas 
all the way to Europe before they 
obtamed satisfaction. Yet even on 
emall scale the authorities are start- 
ing to take discrimination against 
Gypsies serioudy. Two men found 
themselves before Weymouth 
magistrates last month charged 
with repeatedly verbally abusing a 
Romany family whose camp af 
Blandford in Dorset they used td 
drive past. The men, who pleaded 
guilty and were ordered to pay 
[1.000 compensation and to do 240) 
hqurs of community service, are 
beliewed to be the first people in Brit; 
ain to be convicted of a raciall 
aguravated crime agains! Gypsies. | 
The worst crimes against the Gyp 
sites were Commuted during the Sec 
ond World War and here, too, there 
Bb progres on compensation The 
Roma National Congress (RNC), 1 
Hamburg-based group with ambi 
tena to be the leading organisation 


TWO MEN WERE 
CHARGED WITH 
REPEATEDLY 
VERBALLY ABUSING A 
ROMANY FAMILY 


for Gypsies, hes been by i 
Claim since 200) against | in 
Geneva, where the Curopeat head 
quarters of the company was based 
The claim alleges that [BM punch 
card machines were vital in Pron eas 
ing Holocaust victins, and Uhat, Ie 
Giuse the computer corporation 
was fully aware of this use, it ehould 
be held responsible for |ts allowed ac 
hones dunng the war 1/BM vigorou 

ly denies responsibility for a wa} 
is machines were used by the Noo 
is, teal the Swiss Court hae cow rulew 
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tha) it will hear the case enn 
Philippe Sambue, the RNC's legal 
adviser, wants eventually to mount 
a claim for darnayes of 16.5 billion. 

In this country one of the great 
est manifestations of Gypsy culture 
ls the travellers’ love of horses and 
the traditional fairs at which they 
gather to buy and sell horses, But 


local authorities have never been 
Keen con buch oC anborially PUM 
hustious events and have made 


powerful efforts to clowe many of 
jhem The campaign by Tuwobridpe 


Wells Horough Council in 2000 to 


ban the annual one-day lors 
monden fair was #0 persistent that 
first the home Secretary and then 
the High Court became involved 
Phat asmall gathering in a Kentish 
Village should find such force 
ranged against it makes it all the 
more remarkable, therefore, that 
next month a Gypey gathering will 
be revived Brigg Fair in Lineoln 
shire will include a horse fair on the 
ele of the town on August 5. Who 
knows but that Carmnbridgeshire 


might follow its neighbouring coun 
ty by allowing the Gypsies to bring 
back the Midsummer's Fair? 

Music is another Romany obse 
sion and now a potential star has 
emerged: Jentina Rose, late of the 
caravans of the Cooper-Smith clan 


in Woking, Surrey, and the clubs of 


Miami, Mlorida. What the |9-vear- 
old singers defut single, Bod Ass 
Mrippd, may lack in poetical fluency 
it makes up for with attitude “| 
won't take no sh™ from nobody 
she raps 

Traveller campaigners are now 
showing Jentimi-like defiance as 
they dabble in the black arts of 
political lobbying. A Traveller Law 
Reform Bill prepared by a coalition 
om Organisations was introduced 
under the ten-minute rule by David 
Atkinson, Tory MP for Bourne 
mouth East 

When reintroduced as an carly 
day motion, it won the support of 
115 MIs on both sides of the House 
The Government has responded by 
indicating that it will require all 
Planning authonties to provide for 
traveller caravan sites in their deve- 
lopment plans, just as they have to 
sone for areas of new housing 

Yel no one with any idea of the 
dificultios that travelling people 
sil] face would say that their strug 
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anime tine tival ihe te Tris t 
Ws Gonsullting on these reform 
nounced iat if woul crack 
iown on leva | npn rave 
lens every wy i rir own ian 
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wilh new eviction powers, known 
femporary stop notices 

Giving up travelling also haw its 
difficulties In # revent jadement 
the Court of Appeal muted that 
sy in term 
his travelling day 
because of a 
lion. In (he ey 
ed any legal entitlement to 
tracttional lite 


Bh to ive in a 


Ol Tian law Whe 
ame to on end 
Tis Peer Tel 
es of the lav hs ern 
i se 
consideration of he 
svie. in his cise 3 Ww 
ianoOnar Grover 
Let us hope that the pendulum is 


winging towards more under 
standing of this tiny minority 
There seems to be cross-party | 


AcCcCeplance inal something positive 
An fo be done ani for A people 
long used to persecution, that is a 


welcome development 


Oavid Altheer has done 
postgraduate research on | 
Fomanes and Luke Clements is | 
co-director of (he Traveller Law | 
Research Unit at Cardiff Law | 
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